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Davon Hurdle was unreachable. At 15, he'd come home from Freeport High School, 
change into black clothes and rob houses, pushing in air conditioners to enter. He hot-
wired cars and got into knife fights. 
 
"The things your parents told you not to do, I wanted to do," Hurdle said. "I was wild." 
 
He was in juvenile detention and Nassau County jail. He figured he would end up dead 
or in prison. But now, Hurdle, 18, is in another stage in his life - helped in part by a 
program run by the Long Island Crisis Center in Bellmore. 
 
"This program probably opened my mind to more things," said Hurdle, who now 
counsels youth for the agency. "When I came here, I realized the potential I had. My 
mind just expanded. I feel like now I got way more to lose." 
 

But such programs that help youth 
stay out of trouble are in danger in 
Gov. David A. Paterson's proposed 
state budget, according to nonprofit 
agencies on the Island. 
 
Paterson's proposal eliminates 
direct funding for 109 local youth 
boards around the state and 
replaces it with block grants that 
county executives can spend on a 
variety of youth services. Youth 
boards are locally based 
government agencies that provide 
some youth services directly and 
also channel state youth funds to 
nonprofit groups such as the Long 

Island Crisis Center. 
 
In addition, the proposed budget cuts the state youth prevention and detention 
spending by nearly a quarter, from $118 million to $90 million. 
 
Advocates for youth programs say county executives are likely to use the discretionary 
funds for mandated services, such as juvenile jails, at the expense of computer-literacy 
classes, sports and other programs aimed at keeping kids out of trouble. 
 
Mary Curtis, deputy county executive for health and human services for Nassau 
County, said agencies are right to be worried. 
 
"I think it is a valid fear," she said. 
 
Jamie Bogenshutz, executive director of YES Community Counseling Center in 
Massapequa, said one of her programs, the Pre and Post Institutional Program to keep 
kids out of jail, has already shut down because Nassau County has not renewed its 
contract with her agency due to the possible cuts. 
 
"It feels like we are standing on the beach watching the tsunami approach," 
Bogenshutz said. 
 
Dan Aug, spokesman for Suffolk County Executive Steve Levy, said: "We are troubled 
by the state's cuts and we will determine at a later date whether they will be passed 
down proportionately to each agency or considered on a case-by-case basis." 
 
Fully three-quarters of the North Shore Youth Council's annual $600,000 budget is 
provided by state youth prevention money, said Janene Gentile, executive director of 
the Rocky Point group. Gentile is considering cutting counseling programs or charging 
a fee. 
 
"All of these programs are going to be devastated," Gentile said. "And they prevent 
kids from going into the system." 
 
But Edward Borges, spokesman for the state Office of Children and Family Services, 
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said rather than decimating prevention services, the new block grant will give counties 
an incentive to keep the programs that keep kids out of jail, since detention is much 
more expensive than prevention. 
 
"The counties make decisions where they put their kids. They could decide, 'We're 
going to stop putting kids in detention and put them into alternatives to detention,'" 
Borges said. "The only way this is going to happen is by incentivizing them." 
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